
Ulster People for Justice & Democracy
Local Candidate Endorsement Questionnaire

Mission Statement
ULSTER PEOPLE, inspired by the Bernie Sanders campaign for President, 
is a non-partisan grassroots group in Ulster County, NY, building an 
inclusive, responsive democracy through advocacy, education, and 
direct political action. We demand that our government at all levels 
represent people, not corporations, and fight for economic, social, 
racial, and environmental justice for all. 

Thank you for seeking the endorsement of Ulster People in your campaign for 
public office.

Please submit your application by emailing this completed form to 
runforoffice@ulsterpeople.org by June 20, 2017.

First Name*   Last Name*

Office Sought*    District* 

Address*

How long have you resided at your current address 
or in the municipality which you now reside? *

Email*

Phone*  

2nd Phone



Social Media

Facebook

Twitter 

LinkedIn

Snapchat

Instagram

Website

Party Affiliation & Endorsements
In which party, if any, are you enrolled?*

Are you endorsed by or seeking endorsement from any major or minor party?

 Yes        

 No

In which party do you have an endorsement or are you seeking an endorsement? Please 
specify.



Experience & Motivation

What is your public service experience and in what ways have you served your community?*

Why are you running for this office? What do you hope to accomplish?*

Have you political aspirations to higher office? Please discuss.*



Platform of Ulster People
We ask you to fill out the following section of the questionnaire so that our screening 
committee may consider your candidacy and commitment to the platform of Ulster People. 
We understand that some of the topics addressed in our platform are not matters that 
the Legislature can remedy itself, but they are issues that concern many Ulster County 
residents, and we would like to know where you stand on these issues. If we believe you 
may be qualified for our endorsement, we will schedule an interview with you with our 
screening committee.

Our platform is organized into five sections, each containing related platform items. Please 
indicate your commitment level to each platform item. There is space at the end of each 
section for comments if you would like to elaborate on any individual platform item.

Campaign Team

Do you have a campaign treasurer and/or manager and campaign team?

Treasurer

Name

Phone

Email

Manager

Name

Phone

Email

Other Members of Your Team

How do you anticipate raising money for your campaign, and how much money have you 
raised?*



Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Agree

Strongly 
Agree

a. Get big money out of politics.*

Overturn Citizens United, publicly fund political 
campaigns, reform lobbying rules to stop legalized 
bribery, and ban secret donations.

b. Make sure every American gets to 
vote and that their vote is counted 
accurately and fairly.*

Reform our outdated voting system and prevent 
politicians from drawing their own district lines 
to guarantee re-election (a practice known as 
gerrymandering).

c. Demand government transparency.*

Public information should be easily accessible 
online and openly shared with the press.

d. Ensure an open and democratic 
Internet for all.*

Protect net neutrality and expand rural 
broadband.

e. End media consolidation to ensure a 
free press.*

Break up the big media companies and restore 
regulations to limit control over diverse media 
markets.

f. Reform Wall Street.*

Break up and regulate the big banks and 
prosecute all who break the law.

g. End unfair monopolies and 
oligopolies.*

Restore antitrust law and break up big 
corporations and institutions to restore fair 
competition.

1. Create a responsive, functioning democracy where people— 
not big corporations and billionaires— have the power.

Our democracy is in jeopardy, with the balance of power now resting in the hands of 
transnational corporations and wealthy elites. We must stop the march toward oligarchy 
and ensure a government of the people, for the people, and by the people:

Comments on Section 1:



2. Ensure dignity, security, and liberty for all.
When our rights are at risk and our freedoms tested we are not secure. All people deserve 
access to the basic things we all need to survive and to live in safety. Caring for our most 
vulnerable is part of what it means to be American.

Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Agree

Strongly 
Agree

a. Enforce the Bill of Rights for people 
(not corporations).*

Guard especially the right to free speech and 
peaceful protest, and the right to privacy (end the 
surveillance state and regulate data collection). 
Respect and protect whistleblowers.

b. End extreme income and wealth 
inequality.*

Fix our broken tax system so that billionaires 
and corporations pay their fair share, and enact 
policies to support the growth of a strong middle 
class.

c. Ensure healthcare as a right.*

Enact an affordable single-payer, Medicare-for-
all system like other modernized countries.

d. Ensure education as a right.*

Fully and equally fund free public education from 
pre-K through higher education, and provide 
student loan debt relief.

e. Ensure clean air, water, and soil as a 
right.*

Protect the commons.

f. Strengthen and expand Social 
Security.*

Do not allow privatization.

g. Stand up for real family values.*

Guarantee paid time off for vacation, illness, and 
family leave, and provide universal childcare.

h. Take care of the vulnerable in our 
communities.*

Protect the rights of and create opportunities for 
the disabled, the poor, the homeless, and others 
at risk.

i. Defend and protect women’s rights.*

Ensure reproductive freedom and secure equal pay 
and equal employment opportunities for women.



Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Agree

Strongly 
Agree

j. Respect and care for our veterans.*

Honor their service, provide job and educational 
opportunities, and ensure quality medical care for 
the rest of their lives.

k. Protect against gun violence.*

Enact common sense gun regulations.

l. Abolish the death penalty.*

Society demeans the value of each life by 
permitting Government to end human life.

 Comments on Section 2:



Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Agree

Strongly 
Agree

a. Raise the minimum wage to a living 
wage.*

Start with $15 an hour and tie it to inflation.

b. Support unions and the right to 
organize.*

Protect collective bargaining and collection of 
union dues.

c. Oppose disastrous trade deals.*

No free trade deals that ship jobs overseas and 
strip citizens of their sovereign rights.

d. Enact a New New Deal.*

Provide quality jobs to rebuild our crumbling 
infrastructure and supply much-needed care 
for children, the elderly, those suffering from 
sickness and people with disabilities.

e. Support our locally-owned, 
independent businesses.*

Keep the wealth circulating in our local economy.

f. Defend and expand worker’s rights.*

Protect all workers regardless of immigration 
status and ensure safety on the job.

3. Cultivate and protect quality employment opportunities.
There is no freedom without economic security and dignity. In the richest country in the 
world, everyone should have the opportunity to have a good job with fair pay.

Comments on Section 3:



Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
Agree

a. End the wars and bring the troops 
home.*

No more nation-building and foreign regime 
interference.

b. Enact real criminal justice and 
policing reform.*

Demilitarize the police and call out police 
brutality, abolish for-profit prisons, stop the 
school-to-prison pipeline, and offer rehabilitation 
for those convicted. Prosecute officers who break 
the law and ensure equal access for all to our 
judicial system.

c. Establish fair and humane 
immigration policies.*

Unite families instead of tearing them apart, 
bring undocumented workers out of the shadows 
(and punish corporations who exploit them), and 
welcome refugees and those seeking asylum.

d. Prevent discrimination.*

based on sex, race, religion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or disability and guarantee 
everyone equal access to employment, housing 
and public accommodations.

e. End institutional racism.*

Reform our social, political and financial 
institutions to end discriminatory practices based 
on race and ethnicity.

f. End the failed war on drugs.*

Decriminalize and regulate drugs, and recognize 
addiction as a public health crisis requiring 
treatment and rehabilitation.

g. Respect international law.*

Honor our treaties with indigenous peoples and 
follow the rules of global agreements like the 
Geneva Convention.

h. Stop selling weapons to human 
rights violators.*

4. Stop oppression at home and abroad.
All people deserve to live safe and secure lives free from oppression both at home and 
abroad. While we can’t control everything that happens in other countries we can certainly 
adjust our policies to support human rights more widely and promote a more peaceful 
global community.



Signature*   Date*

Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree Agree

Strongly 
Agree

a. Lead the transition away from fossil 
fuels.*

Invest in research, jobs and infrastructure 
to support more renewable and sustainable 
solutions, ban fracking, stop the build-out of 
fossil fuel infrastructure while safeguarding the 
economic stability of communities affected by the 
transition.

b. Support sustainable agricultural 
systems.*

Develop food and agricultural policies that support 
economically and environmentally sustainable 
local food systems. Promote and protect public 
health and reduce industrial agriculture.

c. Clean up our water, land, and air.*

Hold polluters responsible for the damage they 
do.

d. Respect nature.*

Increase conservation and protect all ecosystems, 
and the plants and animals within them from 
corporate greed. Stop the privatization and 
exploitation of public land and resources.

5. Protect and restore the health of our planet Earth.
The scientific consensus is overwhelming—we must roll back our carbon emissions and 
tackle the biggest threat to all of us: climate change.

Comments on Section 5:

Comments on Section 4:

Please sign and date this questionnaire, “save as” with your last name in the filename (“UPendorsementform-
LASTNAME.pdf”), and email it to runforoffice@ulsterpeople.org.
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